
draw your 
favourite star 

to celebrate the 
coming of the 

Māori New Year

bring it into 
the octagon on 

thursday 19 June 
with your can for 

the foodbank

octacan.org.nz

The stars of Matariki are aligned to the natural environment: Waitī – fresh water; Waitā – salt water; Waipunāraki – the rain; 
Tupuānuku – everything that grows in the soil; Tupuāraki – everything that grows high above the ground and into the sky, and 

Ururaki – the winds. Hiwaiteraki, the wishing star. Pōhutukawa, the star that reminds us of our loved ones that have passed away 
and is a time to reflect. Matariki signifies reflection, hope, the gathering of people, and our connection to the environment.  

Puaka (not part of Matariki) is an important star for Otago, it rises in the sky as a marker for the seasons to change.




